This paper analyses the economic ethics of three main Christian traditions in
1.
Introduction Today, most countries are participating in a world economy that is governed by market relations. Globalization is not only a process that is stimulated by technological development improving communication and reducing transportation costs, but also a project deliberately stimulated by international governmental organizations such as IMF, the World Bank and WTO. As barriers of trade have fallen across the world, a global economy has emerged for many goods and services. The increased competition has also pushed national economic policies towards more market-aligned institutions and has put welfare states under pressure. In Christian circles, this development has generated a commonly shared feeling of uneasiness. Some churches have claimed that the worldwide economic system causes accumulation of the wealth of the rich at the expense of the poor and considers this as unfaithfulness to God. A recent example is the Accra Declaration (2004) of the General Council of the World Alliance of Reformed Churches (WARC). 1 It rejects the current economic order of global capitalism, because it defies God's covenant by excluding the poor, and because it stimulates a culture of rampant consumerism and competitive ________________________ * The article has been subject to a double blind peer review process. Date of submission: 6th September, 2007; revisited version accepted for publication: 3 rd July, 2008. ** Prof. Dr. Johan J. Graafland, Tilburg University, Room D246, Warandelaan 2, P.O. Box 90153, NL-5000 LE Tilburg, The Netherlands, phone:+31-(0)13-4662702, fax:+31-(0)13-4662892, e-mail: J.J.Graafland@uvt.nl, fields of expertise: philosophy of economics, economic and business ethics, corporate social responsibility, faith and economics.
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